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Week of April 2, 1984 


BOOKLET DESCRIBES CAREER OPTIONS 
IN THE ELECTRONIC MEDIA 


WASHINGTON -- A booklet to inform women of career options in the electronic 
media, both in and out of broadcast studio facilities, has been issued by the 
Women's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor and American Women in Radio and 
Television, Inc. 


"Women on the Job: Careers in the Electronic Media," a 3l-page 
publication, briefly describes career possibilities in all aspects 
of the broadcast communications arena. Listed are more than 90 
occupations for this industry, such as sales, marketing, art, 
engineering, and administration. Also included in the booklet are 


information sources on education, training, and job placement. 


"Approximately 1 million women enter or reenter the work force 
each year," said Dr. Lenora Cole Alexander, Director af the Women's 
Bureau. “We want to inform women of the many job opportunities 
available because of the expansion of the electronic media, as 
well as the professional satisfaction, financial reward, and 
career advancement this industry offers." 


Free single copies are available upon request from the Women's Bureau, 


U.S. Department of Labor, 3rd and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210. 


# # # 
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RESPIRATORY PROTECTION BOOKLET 
OUTLINES EFFECTIVE RESPIRATOR PROGRAM 


WASHINGTON -- Employers and employees who want to know more about effective 
protection against workplace air contaminants can request a copy of “Respiratory 
Protection" from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the U.S. Labor 
Department reported. 


"A sound respiratory protection plan can be a key component of a strong 
workplace health program," said Assistant Secretary Thorne G. Auchter, who heads 
OSHA. "Providing this information in an easy-to-read format should help to 
encourage effective respirator programs." 


Respiratory Protection sets forth simply and concisely OSHA requirements 
for limiting worker exposure to airborne hazards by using respirators. Noting 
that employers are responsible for establishing good respirator programs and 
employees responsible for wearing respirators and complying with the programs, 
the booklet provides detailed respiratory protection guidelines. 


It covers the need for written standard operating procedures; selection of 

respirators; and training for employees in choosing, using and maintaining the 

equipment. The 16-page booklet also includes information on respirator fitting 

and fit testing; inspection, cleaning, maintenance and storage of respirators; 

medical examinations to assure that workers are physically able to do their jobs 
‘while wearing respirators; surveillance of conditions in the work area; and air 
‘ quality for self-contained or supplied air respirators. 


Single copies of Respiratory Protection are available free from your nearest 
OSHA area or regional office or from Publications, Room N-4101, Frances Perkins 
Bldg., Third Street, and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., telephone 
(202) 523-9667 or 9655. Requests should be accompanied by a self-addressed 
mailing label. 
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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: JANUARY 1984 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates for January 1984 were less than year-earlie 
levels in about all States, according to preliminary data released by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


Over this period, the national unemployment rate for civilian workers, before 
seasonal adjustment, decreased from 11.4 to 8.8 percent, and nonfarm payrol] 
employment increased in nearly every State. (Because State and area data are not 
adjusted for seasonality, month-to-month comparisons are not made.) 


Unemployment 


The rate of joblessness fell by 2 percentage points or more in 33 States from January 1983 
to January 1984, up from 23 States in December. Arizona, Ohio, and Pennsylvania reported the 
largest reductions. Alaska was the only State to record an over-the-year increase. 
Connecticut, Hawaii, Kansas, Nebraska, New Hampshire, and South Dakota had the lowest 
unemployment rates in January 1984, ranging from 5.3 to 5.8 percent. The highest rate was in 
West Virginia -- 17.0 percent. 


Unemployment rates declined by 2 percentage points’or more over the year in more than half 
of the metropolitan areas for which data are available for January 1984, up from about 
two-fifths in December 1983. - The areas with the largest decreases were Dubuque, Ia., Johnstown, 
Pa., Rockford, I1ll-, Sharon, Pa-, and Youngstown, Ohio. The largest increase over the year 
occurred in McAllen-Pharr-Edinburg, Tex. The areas with the lowest rates in January 1984 were 
Austin, Tex., Nashua, NWN. H., and Stamford, Conn., all reporting under 4 percent. Laredo and 
McAllen-Pharr-Edinburg,’Tex-, continued to have the highest unemployment rates (over 20 
percent), closely followed by Modesto and Stockton, Calif. 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of nonagricultura! 
establishments, continued to increase over the year, with gains reported in 47 of the 49 States 
reporting and the District of Columbia. Thirty-eight States reported increases greater than 


percent over the year. 
Manufacturing employment increased in 43 States and the District of Columbia from Janua: 
1983 to January 1984. For 37 of these States, the gains were 2 percentage points or more. 


Nearly every State reported employment advances in services and trade, and over half experience 
gains in mining, construction, and transportation and public utilities. 


-more- 
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--FEBRUARY 1984 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) increased 
0.5 percent before seasonal adjustment in February, to a level of 306.6 (1967=100), 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. For the 
12-month period ended in February, the CPI-U increased 4.6 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) rose 0.2 
percent in February, prior to seasonal adjustment. The February level of 303.3 (1967=100) ‘was 
3.8 percent higher than the index in February 1983. The CPI-W is used for indexing Social 


Security and some other Federal payments. It is also conmonl ed i 
collective bargaining agreements. a ae 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (TU) Seasonally Adjusted changes 
On a seasonally adjust is, or All Ur sumers rose 0.4 percent in 


February. This compares with an increase of 0.6 percent in January and is the same as the 
average monthly increase since the second quarter of last year. The slowdown in February was 
largely attributable to a smaller rise in grocery store food prices than in January. Declines 
in prices for apparel, gasoline, and public transportation services also contributed to the 
deceleration in the overall CPI. On the other hand, advances in the medical care and housing 
indexes in February were again larger than during most of 1983. 


The 0.6 percent advance in the food and beverage component follows a 1.6 percent rise 
in January and compares with an average monthly increase of 0.2 percent for the period from 
September 1981 through December 1983. The index for food at home, which rose 2.4 percent in 


January, registered a 0.9 percent advance in February, as all major grocery-store food groups 
rose less than they had a month earlier. Smaller but still substantial increases in the 
indexes for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs and fruits and vegetables -- up 1.5 and 1.6 
percent, respectively -- accounted for over four-fifths of the February grocery store food 
increase. Prices for beef, poultry, eggs, and fresh vegetables continued to increase sharply, 
but pork and fresh fruit ty rose only slightly. The indexes for restaurant meals and 


alcoholic beverages rose 0.2 and 0.1 percent, respectively. 

The housing: component advanced 0.5 percent in February, the same as in January. The 
index for fuels and utilities, which rose 1.2 percent in January, increased 1.7 percent in 
February and accounted for about four-fifths of the housing increase. The 6.9 percent jump in 
fuel oil prices followed a 2.6 percent rise in January and was the largest monthly increase in 
3 years. Despite the sharp increases in 1984, fuel oil prices were still 2.7 percent below 
their peak level of April 1981. The cost of local telephone services, continuing to reflect 
rate restructuring, rose substantially for the second month, increasing 3.0 percent in 
February following a record 8.5 percent rise in January. The indexes for natural gas and 
electricity rose 1.1 and 0.2 percent, respectively. Shelter costs rose 0.2 percent, with 
renters’ costs up 0.3 percent, homeowners’ costs up 0.2 percent, and maintenance and repair 
costs down 0.9 percent. The index for household furnishings and operations declined 0.3 per- 
cent in February. 


The transportation index was virtually unchanged in February, following increases of 
0.2 percent in both December and January. Decreases in gasoline prices and public 
transportation costs were largely offset by increases in autamobile prices. Gasoline prices 
-- down 1.5 percent in February -- declined for the fifth consecutive month and are now 
13.3 percent below their peak level of March 1981. The index for public transportation — 
declined 0.2 percent in February, following a 2.5 percent increase in January. Declines in 
fares for intracity mass transit, airlines, and intercity trains more than offset a increase 
in intercity bus fares. On the other hand, new and used car prices continued their recent 
trends and rose 0.4 and 1.4 percent, respectively, following seasonal adjustment. 


-more- 
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The medical care component rose 0.8 percent in February. This compares with a 0.7 
percent increase in January and an average monthly increase of 0.5 percent in 1983. The index 
for medical care commodities -- prescription drugs, non-prescription drugs, and medical 
supplies -- rose 0.3 percent. The cost of medical care services advanced 0.9 percent. Within 
medical care services, physicians’ fees and dental services both increased 1.2 percent while 
charges for hospital rooms rose 0.7 percent. 


The index for apparel and upkeep registered a decrease of 0.3 percent in February, 
following an increase of the same magnitude in January. Further markdowns in prices for 
winter apparel coupled with pre-season spring clothing sales contributed to the decline. 


The entertainment index continued its moderate behavior, advancing 0.3 percent in 
February. Increases in the cost of reading materials -- up 2.1 percent -- and entertainment 
services were partially offset by declines in prices for sporting goods, toys, hobbies, and 
music equipment. The other goods and services component rose 0.5 percent in February, 
following a 0.7 percent increase in January. A smaller increase in prices for tobacco 
products was primarily responsible for the moderation in February. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers corr) -- Seasonally Adjusted Changes 

a seasonally adjust is, C or Ur lage Earners an erica tkers 
rose 0.1 percent in February, following an increase of 0.5 percent in January. The 0.1 
percent rise in the CPI-W compares with an increase of 0.4 percent in the CPI-U. In the 
CPI-U, the homeowners’ cost index -- which uses a rental equivalence approach -- rose U.2 
pereent in February. Homeownership in the CPI-W, which is based on house prices, mortgage 
interest rates, property taxes, property insurance, and maintenance and repair costs, declined 
0.9 percent in February. Declines in house prices more than offset the increases in property 
taxes and property insurance. Mortgage interest rates were virtually unchanged in February. 


# ## 





Week of April 2, 1984 


CONSUMER PRICES: ENERGY AND FOOD - FEBRUARY 1984 


WASHINGTON -- The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor 
released the average retail prices for energy and food for February 1984. These 
average prices are collected by the BLS in conjunction with the Consumer Price 
Index. 


Gasoline and Fuel Oil 


The average prices for all types of gasoline decreased 0.7 cents per gallon from January 
to February to a level of $1.193. The February prices of leaded regular gasoline averaged 
$1.125; unleaded regular, $1.209; and unleaded premium, $1.361. In the 28 cities for which 
gasoline prices are published, prices for all types of gasoline averaged highest in 
Honolulu and lowest in Houston. 


The U.S. average price for fuel oil rose 7.8 cents per gallon in February to $1.220. In 


the 19 cities for which fuel oil prices are published, the price per gallon averaged 
highest in Washington, D.C., and lowest in Portland, Oregon. 


Electricity and Natural Gas 


The U.S. average price for 500 kwh was $38.832, 24.1 cents higher than in January. The 
price for 40 therms of natural gas was $27.113, 21.6 cents higher than in January. The price 
for 100 therms was $61.801, 23.9 cents higher than in January. 

Food 


Average food prices at the U.S. level increased for 54 items, decreased for 27 items, ax 
were unchanged for 1 item. 


Within the cereal and bakery products category, average prices increased for six items 
and decreased for four items. 


In the meats, poultry, fish, and eggs category, 20 items had price increases and 7 items 
had price decreases. 


The dairy products category had three items with price increases and five items with 
price decreases. 


In the fruit and vegetable group, 14 items had price increases and 7 items had price 
decreases. There were four fresh vegetable items with price increases greater than 15 cents. 


Within the other food category, 11 items had price increases, 4 items had price 
decreases,and 1 item was unchanged. 


# # # 
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REAL EARNINGS IN FEBRUARY 1984 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings decreased 0.3 percent from January 
to February, after seasonal’ adjustment, according to preliminary data released by 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of-Labor. A 0.1-percent 
increase in average hourly earnings was offset by a 0.3-percent decrease in average 
weekly hours and a 0.1-percent increase in consumer prices, as measured by the 
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on gross average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll reports of private 
nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time and part-time workers holding production or 
nonsupervisory jobs are included. Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting 
earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Since February 1983, average weekly earnings increased 6.8 percent, as a result of a 
4-0-percent increase in average hourly earnings and a 2.6-percent increase in average weekly 
hours. Real average weekly earnings increased by 2.9 percent, after adjustment for a 3.8- 
percent increase in the CPI-W over the same period. Before adjustment for seasonal change and 
deflation by the CPI-W, gross average weekly earnings were $289.22 in February 1984, compared 


with $270.86 a year earlier. 


The Hourly Earnings Index 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) in dollars of constant purchasing power decreased by 0.1 
percent from January to February. Compared with a year earlier, the HEI declined by 0.6 
percent. , The HEI excludes the effects of two types of changes unrelated 
to underlying wage rate movements--fluctuations in overtime in manufacturing and interindustry 


employment shifts. 





Week of April 2, 1984 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Jobless veterans in five southwestern Illinois counties will receive job training 
and placement help under a U.S. Department of Labor grant. The grant will be used 
to administer an outreach program serving an estimated 300 veterans and a job 
placement program, the U.S. Department of Labor announced. 


### 


A booklet designed to inform women of career options in the electronic media, 
both in and out of broadcast studio facilities, has been issued by the Women's 
Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 
The first states to have equal pay legislation for women were Michigan and 
Montana, in 1919, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a publication of the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 


The first strike in which women participated occurred in Pawtucket, R.I., 
in 1824, according to."Labor Firsts in America," a publication of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 


# ## 
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